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.Greitgjj pastq” reklamuojantys antspaudai /
Postmarks That Advertise Express Mail Service

Ri¢ardas Vainora, Kaunas

Vilniuje, 24-ame pasto skyriuje, jsikirusiame Vokieciy g. 7,
eile mety veiké ,Greitojo pasto” arba ,Express Mail Service"
skyrius. Siame paste buvo naudojami specialiis kalendoriniai
pasto antspaudai, reklamuojantys EMS paslaugas. Antspau-
dai buvo dedami ant visy is$ to pasto iSsiunciamy paprasty
(ne ,Greitojo pasto”!) siunty, taip pat ant siunty, adresuoty
i $j pasta.

VILNIUS-24 kalendoriniai pasto antspaudai skyrési nuo kity
pasty kalendoriniy antspaudy dydziu, papildomu tekstu,
dauguma atspaudy buvo ne juodos spalvos. Siuos antspaudus
reikia priskirti specialiy Lietuvos pasto antspaudy grupei. Siai
kategorijai priklausé ir Kauno senojo bei Klaipédos senojo
pasty antspaudai, kasmet mety pabaigoje naudojami Kalédiniai
antspaudai bei keletas kity. Taciau EMS paslaugas reklamuo-
jantys antspaudai filatelisty démesio kazkodél nesulauké. Apie
juos nerasé Lietuvos pasto leidziama ,Ekspresinformacija®,
vokai su tokiais antspaudais nebuvo platinami per filatelijos
abonementa. Zurnalas ,Pastas ir filatelija Lietuvoje” 1997 Nr.
26 puslapyje 14 patalpino EMS reklamuojancio antspaudo
piesinj su 1995 12 12 dienos data, tas pats piesinys ir 1997
Nr. 27, bet be jokios informacijos koks tai antspaudas ir kur
jis randasi. Kada Sie antspaudai pradéti naudoti - neZzinome.
Galime tik spéti kad tai buvo 1995 mety pabaiga. Viska, k3
Siandien Zinome apie Siuos antspaudus, pateikiame Siame
straipsnyje.
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1. VILNIUS EMS a

Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 40 mm
Spalvos / Colors:
raudona /red (data/date)
mélyna /blue
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1995 12 29 - 1997 08 04
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2.VILNIUSEMS b
Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 40 mm.
Eksploatacijos metu antspaudo dydis
palaipsniui kito, iki 41x39,5 mm. /
Over time, the size of the postmark gradually
changed to 41x39.5 mm

There was an Express Mail Service branch at the 24th post
office in Vilnius located at 7 Vokieciy Street for several
years. This post office used special calendar postmarks that
advertised EMS services. These postmarks were applied to all
regular (non-EMS) mail, and mail addressed to this post office.

Calendar postmarks of VILNIUS-24 differed from the calen-
dar postmarks of other post offices in their size, additional
text, and the fact that many postmarks were not in black.
These postmarks should be assigned to the group of spe-
cial postmarks of the Lithuanian Post. This category also
included the postmarks of the old Kaunas post office and
the old Klaipéda post office, the Christmas postmarks, and
several others. However, for some reason, the postmarks
that advertised EMS services did not receive attention from
philatelists. Newsletter Ekspresinformacija, published by the
Lithuanian Post, did not write about them; envelopes with
such postmarks were not distributed through philately
subscription. On page 14 of its 1997 issue No. 26, Pastas ir
filatelija Lietuvoje (Post and Philately in Lithuania) printed a
drawing of a postmark which advertised EMS with the date
of 1995/12/12. It was shown again in the 1997 issue No. 27,
but without any information about the postmark. It remains
unknown when these postmarks were first used. We can
only guess that it was late 1995. Everything we know about
those postmarks today is summarized in this article.

2b. Spalvos / Colors:
raudona /red (data/date)
violetiné /purple
Braksniai tarp datos skaitmeny /
Dashes between the date digits
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1997 10 27 - 1998 03 09

2c Spalvos / Colors:
raudona /red (data/date)
violetiné /purple
Tarp datos skaitmeny briaksniy néra /
No dashes between the date digits
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1998 05 15 - 1998 12 15

2a. Spalvos / Colors:
raudona /red (data/date)
mélyna /blue
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1996 04 17 — 1997 05 28
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2d. Spalvos / Colors:
raudona /red (data/date)
juoda /black
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1998 12 18 - 1999 07 21
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3. VILNIUS LIETUVAEMS a
Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 35,5 mm
Spalva Color: mélyna /blue
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1999 08 04 - 1999 11 16
Datos skaitmeny aukstis 4 mm /
the height of the date digits is 4 mm
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6. VILNIUS EMS GREITASIS PASTAS
Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 37,5 mm
Spalva Color: juoda /black
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1998 03 09 — 1998 03 26

Zinomas antspaudas Nr. 2a su tasku po paskutiniu datos skai-
tmeniu. Tai kitas antspaudo tipas ar dazai atsitiktinai pateko
ant popieriaus? Paaiskéty radus dar bent porg tokiy atspaudu.

1998 metais j mano kolekcijg pateko vokas su antspaudu Nr. 6,
gana prastos kokybés. Po kiek laiko, blidamas Vilniuje, uZzéjau
i Vilnius-24 pastg ir paprasiau issiysti keletg laisky su tokiu
antspaudu. Turimo voko kopijg parodziau. Prie langelio dirbusi
darbuotoja pareiské kad ,Sito antspaudo ant voky nededam® ir
iSsiunciamus vokus suantspaudavo antspaudu Nr. 2. Negelbéjo
ir aiskinimas kad voka su ,nededamu" antspaudu as jau turiu,
taigi - antspaudas ant voky visgi dedamas, ir kad uZ savo
pinigus as noriu gauti tai, ko man reikia. I1Sgirdau kad visiskai
nejdomu kg as ten turiu ir i$ kur gavau, ir tuo pokalbis baigési.
Mandagumas aplamai buvo nebidingas Sio pasto darbuoto-
joms. Siuo metu Zinomi trys vokai su tokiu antspaudu, visi jie
iSsiysti 18 dieny laikotarpyje. Gal bat tuo metu paste dirbo
nauja darbuotoja, neZinanti kokia kurio antspaudo paskirtis.
Taip pat, buvus tokiai tvarkai, gali bati, kad egzistuoja ir dau-
giau reklaminiy antspaudy, randamy ne ant paprasty pasto
siunty, o ant ,Greitojo pasto” ar kazkokiy pasto dokumentuy.

Turima informacija apie Siuos antspaudus pasidalijo filatelistai
Jonas Nacitnas ir Antanas Jankauskas, dékoju jiems uz tai!

Antspaudy naudojimo datas buty galima patikslinti perzitréjus
didesnj kiekj islikusiy atspaudy. Gal ir neZinoma antspaudo
tipa Pav.ykty aptikti. Filatelistus, turincius tokios informacijos,
prasome atsiliepti.

4. VILNIUS LIETUVAEMS a
Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 35,5 mm
Spalva Color: mélyna /blue
Zinomos datos / known dates:
200003 16 — 2000 03 27
Datos skaitmeny aukstis 3 mm
the height of the date digits is 3 mm

7. VILNIUS EMS GREITASIS PASTAS LIETUVA a
Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 36 mm
Spalva Color: juoda /black
Zinomos datos / known dates:

2000 10 25

1999 10 08
SIS

5. VILNIUS LIETUVA EMS b
Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 35,5 mm
Spalva Color: mélyna /blue
Zinomos datos / known dates:
1999 10 08

b
SETUNE

8. VILNIUS EMS GREITASIS PASTAS LIETUVA b
Antspaudo @ / Diameter: 36 mm
Spalva Color: juoda /black
Zinomos datos / known dates:

1999 11 17 - 2000 11 23

There is a known postmark No. 2a, which has a dot after the
final digit of the date. Is this another type of postmark, or did
some ink accidentally fall on the paper? Finding at least a few
other such postmarks would clear this up.

In 1998, 1 added an envelope with the postmark No. 6, of rather
poor quality, to my collection. Sometime later, while in Vilnius, |
visited the post office and requested several letters to be sent
with such a postmark. | showed a copy of the envelope | had.
An employee working at the counter said, “We don’t put this
postmark on envelopes,” and applied the outgoing envelopes
with the postmark No. 2. It did not help when | explained that
| already have an envelope with the postmark. The employee
said that it doesn't matter what | have and where | got it, which
was the end of the conversation. There are currently three
known envelopes with such a postmark; all of them were sent
over a period of 18 days. Perhaps there was a new employee
at the post office at the time who did not know the purpose
of each postmark. If this was the procedure, then it is possible
that more such postmarks can be found not on ordinary mail
but on express mail or some mail documents.

I would like to thank philatelists Jonas Nacitinas and Antanas
Jankauskas for sharing information about these postmarks.

The dates of the usage could be clarified after examining a larger
quantity of the surviving postmarks. Perhaps even a previously
unknown type of postmark could be discovered. Philatelists
who have such information are requested to contact the author.
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